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Synopsis

lowa is the most normal place on the planet, so the people and places covered in this book will be
as everyday as a peanut butter and jelly sandwich on white bread, but as twisted as a corn dog
dipped in horseradish. As flmmaker David Lynch ("Blue Velvet", "Eraserhead") shows in his movies,
it's what's beneath the surface that’s really tells the story. As for lowa’s story, let the facts speak for

themselves.
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Customer Reviews

lowa Curiosities is your round-trip ticket to the wildest, wackiest, most outrageous people, places,
and things the Hawkeye State has to offer. Humorist Dan Coffey and travel writers Eric Jones and
Berit Thorkelson have combed lowa for one-of-a-kind gems that make their home turf truly unique.
You’'ll meet the Guinness World Record-holding house-of-cards builder, a 13-foot giant sloth
wearing a Santa suit, and a man who hiccupped for sixty-nine years.You'll discover the best places
to play Hoover Ball and Chicken Bingo; bathe in a Murphy tub; or drink a strawberry phosphate,
Pink Lady, or Dipsy Doodle. You'll tour the rotating Squirrel Cage Jail, the only all-mule cemetery in
lowa, and the "Medical Marvels" exhibit, featuring Dr. Downing’s choke collection of objects
removed from his patients’ food and airway passages.Whether you were born and raised in lowa or
are a recent transplant, the authors’ home-grown humor will have you laughing out loud as they
introduce you to the neighbors you never knew you had and take you to places you never knew

existed-right in your own backyard.



Dan Coffey, best known as public radio’s "Dr. Science," was the star of a PBS special and a Fox
television series. Along with Merle Kessler, he developed the "Ask Dr. Science" show and co-wrote
Dr. Science’s Big Book of Science (Contemporary Books) and Dr. Science’s Big Book of Science,
Simplified (William Morrow). He lives in lowa City. Coauthor Eric Jones is a recent graduate of The
University of lowa’s Nonfiction Writing Program. A personal essayist and travel writer, he also works

as a mover and as a nursing assistant at the University of lowa Hospital’s Burn Treatment Center.

This is a great gift for lowa residents. We are always to busy to visit the many great attractions in

lowa. Now, you have no excuse!

There’s a lot of "weird" out there, and this little slice of Americana delivers the quirk in spades. While
| enjoyed the book, the potential was there for it to be so much more.l do love this part of the

country, however. The book made me smile, and hey, that alone makes it worthghile.
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